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Pete McLeod, London, Ont. 
Professional aerobatic pilot, 
Red Bull Air  Race pilot, 
One of the youngest and fastest  
r ising stars in the industry   
 

From a small town in northern Canada to the 
international racing and aerobatic scene, Pete 
McLeod is showing the world that the next 
generation of pilots can really fly! Raised in 
Red Lake, Ontario he  grew up, as most 
Canadian small northern town boys,   playing 
hockey, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, 
boating, and of course, flying.                                                                            
      
   
 
Now 24 years old, he was flying before he could walk: he was 6 weeks old when he went 
on his first ride with his father Dave and has been flying since. His mother, Margaret, 
recalls how at the age of three Pete would sit on his father’s lap, hands on the control 

column during flights to remote 
lakes. He learned to fly float and 
ski planes over Canadian 
wilderness. He qualified for his 
private pilot’s licence at 16, 
undergoing flight training at 
Harv’s Air Service in Steinbach. 
Praticing aerobatic manoeuvers 
was for him far more interesting 
than getting his drivers license. 
He built up his flying hours 
earning his commercial licence at  
age 18 and spent the summers 
flying fishermen to remote 
outpost camps!  

 

 



 

Pete is today the youngest pilot to receive the FAI  endorsed ‘Super  L icense’  for racing, 
with the average age of the license holders being around 46. Pete McLeod made Canada 
proud as he became the youngest pilot ever, and the first Canadian, to enter the Red Bull 
Air Race World Championships in 2009.  

Pete and Michael Goulian, well known 
Red Bull Air Race pilot and also 
Aviation Connection Mentor, are good 
friends. In fact, Michael was one of the 
great pilots Pete looked up to as a young 
boy. When I contacted Pete, he was 
solicited all over by media and fans. 
However he replied apologizing for the 
delay! 
 
I was very touched by Pete’s simplicity, 
and sincere interest in getting involved 
in our mission. 
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Though he has not done it alone, 
benefiting from the great support 
and encouragement of this 
family who never doubted his 
capacities, and though he has 
now the hard mission to prove to 
the world he is amongst the best 
aiming to be “The Best” , he 
feels “ lucky”  to have reached 
this level of excellence and 
popularity while doing what he 
loves best: Flying. As busy as he 
is, Pete did not hesitate to agree 
to become Aviation Connection 
Mentor and to support this 
program for the sake of helping 
other young pilots get their chance.                    Three Generations of McLeod Pilots 
 

Whenever possible, Pete will attend Aviation Connection events to meet the pilots and 
promote the Pilot Mentor Program. 
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