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INTRODUCTION 
 
The International Air Rally is an annual international aviation event bringing together 20 to 30 aircraft 
ranging from the Cessna 172 aircraft to jet type aircraft. Participating crews originate from Canada, USA, 
Europe and Australia. The Air Rally is one of top major North American aviation events, considered by 
pilots as a FUN, CHALLENGING, EDUCATIONAL FLYING experience. Since 2001, the International Air 
Rally offers pilots a unique opportunity to get together and share a passion. Every year this event gains 
International recognition and confirms its position as the largest FLYING event of its kind. To date over 200 
airports in 9 Canadian provinces and 2 Canadian Territories have been visited by the International Air 
Rally. The International Air Rally knows no borders as it has included: the States of Maine, New York, USA 
and the French Island of  St-Pierre & Miquelon in three different editions. 
 
The International Air Rally, now a fund raising event, is  presented  and organised exclusively for the 
benefit of a non for profit organisation : Aviation Connection, officially appointed trustee of the Governor 
General’s Cup.  
 
Aviation Connection has the mission to put forward programs and strategies. These programs aim at 
helping young pilots, pursuing a professional career in aviation, providing low cost and more acccessible 
flying as well as instruction with the help of partners, volunteer professional and experienced pilots as well 
as fund raising activities such as the Governor General’s Cup annual event.  
www.aviationconnection.org.  
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In 2008 the youngest team ever to participate, two 17 & 19 year old pilots and a 15 year old student reached the 
Arctic Circle :Tuktoyaktuk, NWT to raise funding for Aviation connection programs.
 
Aviation Connection programs and events bring forward the benefits of general aviation, motivate young 
people to  becoming accomplished pilots, encourage pilots to widen their horizon, stimulate our airports 
and build a strong North American aviation identity  and solidarity at the National and International level.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The important national and international media coverage which surrounds this event is a great opportunity 
for our partners to demonstrate their support and commitment to the aviation community and industry. This 
event, the only one of its kind, generates instant economic returns thanks to the visit of an important group 
of aircraft and crews from different countries attracting a high standard clientele to visited destination.  
 
2009 SPECIAL EDITION:  
 

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S CUP 
CELEBRATING CANADIAN CENTENNIAL OF FLIGHT 

1909-2009 
6200 NM (11,488 KM):  A tribute to Canadian Aviation 

 
1909 is the year that played a significant role in Canadian aviation history:  
-First flight by a British subject at any point in the British Commonwealth: License #1 
-First airplane to fly in Canada: the Silver Dart 
-First aerospace company formed by McCurdy and Baldwin: the Canadian Aerodrome Company 
-First military fligt demonstration in Petawawa August 1st with pax onboard 
 
2009 special edition will bring forward Aviation Friendly destinations and hosts who have 
contributed to the success of the International Air Rally 
 
On this special occasion, The Governor General’s Cup-International Air Rally (9th edition) will cover all 
Canadian provinces and territories: Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon, Northwest 
Territories, Nunavut, Ontario, Newfoundland-Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Quebec.  
 
THE CHALLENGE 
 
It is not a race! The Challenge consists in identifying way points and putting to test navigation and safety 
general knowledge, improving flying skills with the help of experienced pilots. Culture, history and tradition 
will be put forward during the journey. Pilots can accumulate up to 100 points per day. The cumulative of 
points will determine the best team: discipline, general aviation knowledge, flying skills.  
 
Collaboration, team work and assistance to others play an important role in the challenge and are highly 
regarded qualities that deserve recognition and reward. 
 
FLY, DISCOVER AND CELEBRATE! Destinations organise activities daily (fishing, etc..), evening 
receptions, often animated by music and entertainment and invite the population to meet the pilots. The 
only way to discover the true character and culture of each and every destination and make lots of friends 
along the way ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 THE TROPHY 
 
The winners of this International Air Rally will be awarded one of the most 
prestigious aviation trophies the “Governor General’s Cup” established in 1953 
by the Right Honourable Charles Vincent Massey, First Canadian appointed 
Governor. 
 
The transfer of the Cup to the International Air Rally event was made possible 
thanks to the recommendation of “Canadian Owners and Pilots Association”  
voice of Canadian aviation.  
 
 
      
 
                                   
  
MEDIA 
 

The International Air Rally is covered yearly by well known aviation and specialised magazines in North 
America and Europe. Three documentaries for television have been produced.  The list of articles, TV and 
radio broadcast from 2001 through 2008 is available upon request. A sample of coverage can be found on 
www.airrally.com press review.  
 
In 2009, the Cross Canada Centennial of Flight will be covered for AOPA Pilot magazine, a video footage 
will be posted on the association website. www.aopa.org. AOPA Pilot Magazine is sent to 415,000 pilots 
around the world.  
CBS North Carolina TV host and producer, MayCay Beeler will write the story of her  adventure across 
Canada with her son RJ.  Other journalists on board will cover for different North American magazines. 
 
The Governor General’s Cup Centennial of Flight International Air Rally is listed in the Canadian Forces 
calendar of National events : http://www.canadiancentennialofflight.ca/airforce/events_e.htm  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT:  www.aviationconnection.org  www.airrally.com  
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Camil Dumont, President 
Aviation Connection 
cdumont@aviationconnection.org 
www.aviationconnection.org 
 

Catherine Tobenas,  
Aviation Connection event coordinator 
1-450-969-2247 

ctobenas@airrally.com 
www.airrally.com 

 


